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Quote 

Texts young adults are asked to read in 

postsecondary settings, including community 

colleges, the workplace, and the military are 

significantly more demanding than high 

school textbooks.ò 

(Williamson, 2008)
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The Literacy Challenge is Real
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1 in 4 children in America grow up 
without learning how to read.
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WriteExpress Corporation. "Literacy Statistics." 

Begin to Read. Accessed April 16, 2014.



53% of 4th graders admitted to reading recreationally ñalmost 

every day,ò while only 20% of 8th graders could say the same
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8th Graders



Students who don't read proficiently by the 3rd 
grade are 4 times likelier to drop out of school. 
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The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

Accessed February 25, 2015.



A Close Relationship Between Illiteracy 
and Crime
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ÅNearly 85% of the juveniles who face trial in the 

juvenile court system are functionally illiterate. 

Blankenship, John - The Register-Herald - April 16, 2014



Teaching Reading If not me, then who?
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Learning to read is critical to a childôs overall 

well-being. If a youngster does not learn to 

read in a literacy-driven society, hope for a 

fulfilling, productive life diminishes.ò

G. Reid Lyon, 

Former Chief of the Child Development and Behavior Branch of the 

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
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Why Focus on Improving Literacy Instruction? 

The teacher is the most important factor in 

student learning. If not me, then who?
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Good instruction is the most 

powerful means of developing 

proficient comprehenders

and preventing reading 

comprehension problemsò 

-Rand Reading Study Group, 2002

ñ
Good Instruction is Powerful



Idaho Content Standards

Vocabulary Instruction | 11

http://sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/booklets/ELA-Literacy-Standards.pdf


Three Key Shifts in English Language Arts 
Standards
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1. Regular practice with complex texts and their academic 

language

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence 

from texts, both literary and informational

3. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction



Grades 6-12 Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, & Technical Subjects (examples)
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social 

studies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies 

texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 

proficiently.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/


Vertical Aligned Standards - Example
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/vertically/Vertically-Aligned-Standards-ELA-Literacy.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/vertically/Vertically-Aligned-Standards-ELA-Literacy.pdf


Grades 4 ï8
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Skilled Readers

What are some essential components 

of being a skilled reader? 
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Scarboroughôs Reading Rope
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Simple View of Reading (SVR)
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A Collection of the Best Available Evidence

The IES Practice Guide

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/8


Vocabulary Instruction | 20

5 Recommendations for Improving Literacy

1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction

2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension instruction

3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text meaning 

and interpretation

4. Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy learning

5. Make available intensive and individualized interventions for 

struggling readers provided by trained specialists
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Recommendation 1: Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
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Whatôs Working in Your Classroom?

What strategies, resources, activities do 

you use in your classroom that works 

for teaching vocabulary?   



Vocabulary = Key that Unlocks Meaning of Text

One of the most persistent findings in 

reading research is the extent to which 

studentsô vocabulary knowledge relates to 

their reading comprehension.ò
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(Anderson & Freebody, 1981, Anderson 

& Nagy, 1991, Becker, 1977)



Successful vs Struggling Readers
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US Department of Education Center on Instruction, Boardman et al., 2008



What is Explicit Vocabulary Instruction?
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A family of strategies that can be divided into two 

major approaches

1. direct instruction in word meaning

2. instruction in strategies



Providing Explicit Vocabulary Instruction: How?
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ÅDedicate a portion of the regular classroom lesson to explicit 

vocabulary instruction. 

ÅUse repeated exposure to new words in multiple oral and written contexts 

and allow sufficient practice sessions.

ÅGive sufficient opportunities to use new vocabulary in a variety of contexts 

through activities such as discussion, writing, and extended reading. 

ÅProvide students with strategies to make them independent 

vocabulary learners. 
(IES Practice Guide)



Disciplinary Literacy
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What is Disciplinary Literacy and why is 

it important to vocabulary instruction?



Identification of Word Categories will Help to 
Determine a Method of Instruction 
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Level 1 
(Common)

Level II 
(Academic Words)

Level III 
(Content/Domain Specific)

ÅBasic

ÅConversational

Examples: Girl, smile, 

table, run 

ÅHigh function

ÅHigh utility 

ÅFrequently occurring in 

academic settings 

Examples: Fortunate, 

equate, provoke, sequence

ÅHighly specialized

ÅNot frequently encountered

Examples: Amoebas, hypotenuse, 

Jacksonian, Pi



Identification of Words
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Which words would be important 

to pre-teach?



Core Curriculum Connection
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Activity: Identifying Level 2 and 3 words

1. With your partner, determine who will read the informational passage and who will 
read the literary passage.

2. Individually read your assigned passage. As you read, highlight Level II words 
youôd teach for this passage in yellow.Highlight Level III words youôd teach for 
this passage in blue. 

3. With your partner, meet with another partner pair to form a group of 4. Discuss 
what you highlighted level II and III and compare.

4. With your group, place words in the t-chart according to what highlighted words 
will need more time and attention and less time and attention.



Do suggested vocabulary words in your core 
materials align to the suggested criteria?
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Words that are/have

ÅCentral to understanding the text

ÅFrequently used in the text

ÅLikely to appear in other content areas

ÅMultiple meanings

ÅAffixes



Different Disciplines use Different Words
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Discipline Vocabulary Feature

History Metaphorical terms with political points of view (War of 

Northern Aggression, War Between the States vs. Civil war, 

The Gilded Age, Movements vs. Uprising

Science Greek and Latin roots (precise, stable, show relationships) 

Math Words that are precise but have different meanings than 

general use (factor, prime) 

ELA Words describing emotions, states of mind, the senses ñthe 

insane joy of the hunt, when as I climb the rock, my face 

contorted, gasping, shouting voluptuously senseless wordsò



Use of Prefixes and Suffixes
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Of course, different disciplines use different words but 

the frequency or value of prefixes, suffixes, and 

(especially) combining forms also differs by discipline.

See: Word ID: Assessment Across the Content Areas by Linda Gutlohn & Frances Besselieu

Adapted from Shanahan and Shanahan, October 2018



Most Frequent Prefixes
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Most Frequent Prefixes (continued)
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Most Frequent Suffixes
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Most Frequent Suffixes (continued)



14 Valuable Morphemes ïRoot Words
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ÅCept

ÅDuct

ÅFact

ÅFer

ÅGraph

ÅMit

ÅOlogy 

ÅPlic

ÅPos

ÅScrib

ÅSist

ÅSpect

ÅTend

ÅTent



Explicit Vocabulary Instructional Routine
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Fast Mapping

Even brief explanations of one or two 

sentences, when presented in the context of a 

supportive text, can be sufficient for [students] 

to make initial connections between novel 

words and their meanings.ò
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(Biemiller & Boote, 2006)



Fast Mapping ïExample
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The chemical formula behind water is surprisingly simple.  
First, it starts with two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen.  
Then, these two parts are combined to form a molecule of 
water.  

Oxygen is abundant on earth and because of this, many 
scientists theorize that any source of hydrogen could have 
easily served as the origins of Earthôs water.



Your Turn
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Instructional Routine: Example
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